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(54) Conversion apparatus and conversion method 

(57) A conversion apparatus and method is dis- 
closed by which a file including data multiplexed therein 
can be edited or handled readily while maintaining the 
compatibility. A standard/independent conversion sec- 
tion converts a file of a standard AV multiplex format 
wherein video data and audio data are placed in a mul- 
tiplexed state in a body into a file of an AV independent 
format wherein video data or audio data are placed col- 
lectively in a body. Meanwhile, an independent/standard 
conversion section converts a file of the AV independent 
formation into a file of the standard AV multiplex format 
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AV multiplex format supplied thereto from the format 
conversion section 12 through the network 4. Further, 
the communication interface 13 receives a file of the 
standard AV multiplex format transmitted thereto 
through the network 4 and supplies the file to the format 
conversion section 12. 

[0022] In the disk apparatus 1 having the configura- 
tion described above, the communication interface 13 
receives a file of the standard AV multiplex format trans- 
mitted thereto through the network 4 and supplies the 
file to the format conversion section 1 2. The format con- 
version section 12 converts the file of the standard AV 
multiplex format from the communication interface 13 
into a file of the AV independent format and supplies the 
resulting file to the disk driving section 1 1 . The disk driv- 
ing section 11 records the file of the AV independent 
multiplex format from the format conversion section 12 
onto an optical disk 7 loaded therein. 
[0023] Further, in the disk apparatus 1, the disk driving 
section 1 1 reads out a file of the AV independent format 
from an optical disk 7 loaded therein and supplies the 
file to the format conversion section 1 2. The format con- 
version section 1 2 converts the file of the AV independ- 
ent format from the disk driving section 11 into a file of 
the standard AV multiplex format and supplies the re- 
sulting file to the communication interface 13. The com- 
munication interface 1 3 transmits the file of the standard 
AV multiplex format from the format conversion section 
12 through the network 4. 

[0024] A file of the standard AV multiplex format con- 
forms to, for example, the standards of the MXF and in- 
cludes a header, a body, and a footer. Since a file of the 
standard AV multiplex format conforms to the standards 
of the MXF, the body thereof includes video data and 
audio data as AV data placed in a multiplexed state in a 
unit of, for example, one frame therein. 
[0025] Referring to FIG. 1 , AV apparatus 5 and 6 con- 
nected to the network 4 are apparatus that conform to 
the standards of the MXF and can therefore handle a 
file conforming to the standards of the MXF. Accordingly, 
each of the AV apparatus 5 and 6 can transmit a file of 
the standard AV multiplex format to the disk apparatus 
tthrough:the network 4. Further, each of -the AV appa- 
ratus-^ -and?,6 can receive a file of the standard AV mul- 
tiplex format transmitted thereto from the disk apparatus 
1;,ln other words, the disk apparatus 1 and the AV ap- 
paratus^ and 6 can exchange a file of the standard AV 
multiplex format therebetween through the network 4. 
Further, each of the AV apparatus 5 and 6 can perform 
various processes such as streaming reproduction of a 
received file of the standard AV multiplex format. 
[0026] It is to be noted that an apparatus conforming 
to the existing standards of the MXF like the AV appa- 
ratus 5 and 6 is hereinafter referred to suitably as stand- 
ard apparatus. 

[0027] Meanwhile, a file of the AV independent format 
includes a header, a body, and a footer similarly as in a 
file of the standard AV multiplex format. However, the 



body has a form different from that of the body of a file 
of the standard AV multiplex format. In particular, in a 
file of the AV independent format, video data and audio 
data are placed in different files from each other. While 

5 the video file, which is a file of video data, has a header 
and a footer of the same form as that of a file of the 
standard AV multiplex format, the body of the video file 
includes video data placed collectively therein. Also the 
audio file, which is a file of audio data, has a header and 

10 a footer of the form same as that of a file of the standard 
AV multiplex format. However, the body of the audio file 
has audio data placed collectively therein. 
[0028] Accordingly, if a video file or an audio file of the 
AV independent format is transmitted from the disk ap- 

15 paratus 1 to the AV apparatus 5 or 6, the AV apparatus 
5 or 6 cannot handle video data or audio data placed in 
the body of the video file or the audio file of the AV in- 
dependent format unless the apparatus is ready for the 
AV independent format. However, the AV apparatus 5 

20 or 6 can handle the video file or the audio file itself of 
the AV independent format. In particular, the video file 
or the audio file of the AV independent format is formed 
from a header, a body, and a footer similarly as in a file 
of the standard AV multiplex format, and the head and 

25 the footer have a form same as that of a file of the stand- 
ard AV multiplex format. Therefore, unless the "con- 
tents' of the body (the data placed in the body) are re- 
ferred to, the video file or the audio file itself of the AV 
Independent format is equivalent to a file of the standard 

30 AV multiplex format (that is, conforms to the standard 
AV multiplex format). Accordingly, even if the AV appa- 
ratus 5 or 6, which is a standard apparatus, is not ready 
for the AV independent format, it can handle the video 
file or the audio file itself of the AV independent format. 

35 [0029] In other words, the disk apparatus 1 and the 
AV apparatus 5 or 6, which is a standard apparatus, can 
perform file exchange of a file of the AV independent 
format. 

[0030] As described above, a file of the AV independ- 
40 ent format is equivalent to a file of the standard AV mul- 
tiplexformat unless the "contents" of the body of the file 
are referred to. From this point of view, It can be consid- 
ered that a file of the AV independent format is compat- 
ible with a file of the standard AV multiplex format. 
45 [0031] An optical disk 7 can be removably loaded into 
a disk apparatus 2. The disk apparatus 2 is a standard 
apparatus similarly to, for example, the AV apparatus 5 
and 6 : and reads out a video file or an audio file of the 
AV independent format from an optical disk 7 loaded 
50 therein and supplies the thus read out file to an editing 
apparatus 3. 

[0032] Again, a video file or an audio file of the AV 
independent format Is equivalent to a file of the standard 
AV multiplex format unless the "contents" of the body of 
55 the file are referred to as described hereinabove. There- 
fore, the disk apparatus 2, which is a standard appara- 
tus, can read out a video file or an audio file of the AV 
independent format from the optical disk 7. 
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optical disk 7 and the picture item exhibit high affinity, 
and consequently, reading/writing processing from/to 
the optical disk 7 can be performed at a high speed. 
[0053] Not only the system item described above but 
also a sound item and an auxiliary item hereinafter de- 
scribed adopt the KLV structure similarly to the picture 
item, and the data length Is a fixed length whose refer- 
ence is the KAG. 

[0054] The sound item includes audio data placed in 
a KLV structure placed therein similarly as in the picture 
item described above. The audio data in this instance 
corresponds to one frame of the video data placed in 
the picture item. 

[0055] Further, the sound item has audio data of a plu- 
rality of channels, for example, eight channels placed in 
a multiplexed state therein. 

[0056] In particular, the Value of the KLV structure of 
the sound item includes an element header EH, an au- 
dio sample Count ASC, a stream valid flag SVF, and 
multiplexed audio data of eight channels placed in order 
from the top therein. 

[0057] In the sound item, the audio data of eight chan- 
nels are multiplexed by placing samples of the audio da- 
ta in such an order as first samples, second samples, ... 
of the audio data of the eight channels in one frame. 
Each of numerals in parentheses of the audio data dis- 
played at the lowest portion of FIG. 2 represents what 
numbered one the sample of the audio data is. 
[0058] The element header EH has placed therein da- 
ta for specifying an element header and so forth. The 
audio sample count ASC has placed therein the number 
of samples of the audio data placed in the sound item. 
The stream valid flag SVF is formed from eight bits (one 
byte), and each bit thereof represents whether the audio 
data of the channel corresponding to the bit is valid or 
invalid. In particular, each of the bits of the stream valid 
flag SVF typically has the value of one where the audio 
data of the channel corresponding to the bit is valid, but 
has the value of zero where the audio data is invalid. 
[0059] The auxiliary item has necessary user data 
placed therein. Accordingly, the auxiliary item is an area 
into which the user can place arbitrary data. 
[0060] As described above, in the standard AV multi- 
plex format, the system item in which metadata of the 
frame unit is placed, the picture Item In which video data 
is placed, the sound item in which audio data are placed, 
and the auxiliary item in which user data are placed are 
multiplexed in a unit of one frame. Further, in the sound 
item, audio data of eight channels are multiplexed in the 
unit of one sample. 

[0061] Where a file in which video data and audio data 
are placed collectively but separately is used, reproduc- 
tion of the video data and the audio data cannot be start- 
ed until after all of the file of the video data and the file 
of the audio data collected in this manner are received. 
However, where the standard AV multiplex format is 
used, since video data and audio data are multiplexed 
in a unit of a frame, if video data and audio data for one 



frame are received, then the video data and the audio 
data of the frame can be reproduced Immediately. Ac- 
cordingly, it is considered that the standard AV multiplex 
format is suitable for streaming. 
5 [0062] As described above, the standard AV multiplex 
format is suitable for streaming because video data and 
audio data are multiplexed in a unit of a frame. However, 
the standard AV multiplex format is not suitable for AV 
independent editing wherein video data and audio data 
10 are edited independently of each other. 

[0063] Further, also metadata of a file unit exist dis- 
cretely in the system item of the edit unit. The metadata 
discrete in the system are hard to handle. 
[0064] Further, the AES3 form, which can be adopted 
.13 by the standard AV multiplex format, is specified such 
that at least four bytes are allocated to one sample of 
audio data. Therefore, the entire file has a great size. 
[0065] FIG. 3 illustrates an example of an AV inde- 
pendent format. 
20 [0066] Referring to FIG. 3, in the AV independent for- 
mat illustrated, video data, audio data, metadata in a file 
unit, and user data, which are multiplexed in the stand- 
ard AV multiplex format, are formed as files In which they 
are individually placed collectively. 
25 [0067] In particular, in the AV independentformat, pic- 
ture Items in which video data are placed in the standard 
AV multiplex format are placed collectively in the body, 
and a header and a footer having the same form as that 
of the standard AV multiplex format are added to the 
30 body to form a video file. 

[0068] It is to be noted that, since the body of a video 
file of the AV in dependent format has placed therein pic- 
ture items each having a length equal to an integral 
number of times the sector length of the optical disk 7, 
35 also the entire body has a size equal to an integral 
number of times the sector length of the optical disk 7. 
In other words, the body of a video file of the AV inde- 
pendent format has a size, which exhibits sector align- 
ment. 

[0069] Further, while the index table shown in FIG. 2 
is shown in the header of the file of the standard AV mul- 
tiplex format, according to the MXF, the index table Is 
optional. Thus, the video file shown in FIG. 3 does not 
adopt the index table. This similarly applies to audio files 
hereinafter described. 

[0070] In the AV independent format, multiplexed au- 
dio data of eight channels placed in the sound items in 
the standard AV multiplex format are demultiplexed in 
audio data for the individual channels. Thus, audio data 
whose form has been converted from the AES3 format 
into the WAVE form are placed in the KLV structure in 
the body of a file of each channel. A header and a footer 
of the form same as that of the standard AV multiplex 
format are added to the body to form an audio file. 
[0071 ] In particular, in the AV independent format, au- 
dio files for eight channels are formed independently of 
each other for audio data of the eight channels. An audio 
file for each channel is formed by processing the audio 
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data of the channel so as to have the WAVE form and 
the KLV structure, placing the processed audio data col- 
lectively into the body, and then adding a header and a 
footer of the form same as that of the standard AV mul- 
tiplex format to the body. 

[0072] It is to be noted that, while the body of an audio 
file of the AV independent format has placed therein au- 
dio data of the WAVE form of a certain channel collected 
so as to have the KLV structure as described above, the 
entire audio data may not necessarily have a size equal 
to a plural number of times the sector length of the op- 
tical disk 7. Therefore, in order to establish sector align- 
ment, a filler of the KLV structure necessary to establish 
sector alignment is placed next to the audio data of the 
KLV structure In the body of an audio file of the AV in- 
dependent format. 

[0073] The AV independent format includes the fol- 
lowing files In addition to such a video file and audio files 
individually for eight channels as described above. In 
particular, the AV independent format further includes a 
metadata file of file units in which metadata of file units 
placed in the head metadata in the standard AV multi- 
plex format are placed collectively. The AV independent 
format further includes a metadata file of frame units in 
which system items in which metadata of frame units 
are placed in the standard AV multiplex format are 
placed collectively. Furthermore, the AV independent 
format includes an auxiliary file wherein auxiliary items 
in which user data are placed in the standard AV multi- 
plex format are placed collectively. 
[0074] In addition, the AV independent format In- 
cludes a master file in which pointers to a video file, au- 
dio files individual for eight channels, a metadata file of 
file units, a metadata file of frame units and an auxiliary 
file are described. 

[0075] More particularly, the master file is described, 
for example, in the Extensible Markup Language (XML). 
In the master file, for example, file names of a video file, 
audio files individual for eight channels, a metadata file 
of file units, a metadata file of frame units, and an aux- 
iliary file are described as pointers to the files. 
[0076] Accordingly, the video file, audio files individual 
for eight channels, metadata file of file units, metadata 
file of frame units, and auxiliary file can be referred to 
from the master file. 

[0077] It is to be noted that, for example, the auxiliary 
file may be an optional file. 

[0078] It is to be noted that the metadata file of file 
units, metadata file of frame units and the auxiliary file 
illustrated in FIG. 3 do not have a header and a footer 
of the form same as that of the standard AV multiplex 
format. However, a header and a footer of the form same 
as that of the standard AV multiplex format may other- 
wise be added to the metadata file of file units, metadata 
file of frame units, and the auxiliary file. 
[0079] Further, the header metadata, which forms the 
header of a video file and a header file of the AV inde- 
pendent format, has metadata of file units of a minimum 



set placed therein. 

[0080] In particular, the AV independent format in- 
cludes metadata files of file units wherein metadata of 
file units placed in the header metadata are placed in 
5 the standard AV multiplex format. Therefore, it is redun- 
dant to place the metadata of file units placed in the 
metadata files in an overlapping relationship with the 
header metadata, which form the header of the video 
file and audio files. Further, this makes the size of the 
10 entire file of the AV independent format great. 

[0081] However, in the MXF, the header metadata is 
an item essentially required for the header, and if a 
header is formed without placing header metadata 
therein, then the resulting header does not have the 
is same form as that of the standard AV multiplex format. 
[0082] Meanwhile, in the MXF, metadata of file units 
to be placed in the header metadata includes various 
Items. However, some of the Items are essentially re- 
quired, but the other items are optional. 
[0083] Therefore, in order to prevent the file size from 
becoming great and maintain the compatibility with the 
standard AV multiplex format, the header metadata, 
which form the header of the video file and the audio 
files of the AV independent format, has metadata of file 
units of a minimum set placed therein. More particularly, 
metadata only of those items whose placement in the 
header metadata is essentially required in the MXF are 
placed in the header metadata of the video file and the 
audio files of the AV Independent format. 
[0084] As described above, in the AV independent for- 
mat, video data are placed collectively In the video file, 
and audio data of individual channels are collectively 
placed in the audio files for the individual channels. 
Therefore editing such as AV independent editing 
wherein video data and audio data are edited independ- 
ently of each other can be performed readily. 
[0085] Furthermore, in the AV independent format, 
since audio data have the WAVE format, the data 
amount can be reduced when compared with an alter- 
native case wherein audio data of the AES3 form are 
adopted as in the standard AV independent format As 
a result, when a file of the AV independent format is re- 
corded onto a storage such as the optical disk 7, the 
capacity of the storage necessary for the recording can 
be reduced when compared with an alternative case 
wherein a file of the standard AV multiplex format is re- 
corded. 

[0086] Further, a video file and audio files of the AV 
independent format include a header, a body, and a 
footer disposed in order from the top similarly to a file of 
the standard AV multiplex format, and the header and 
the footer are placed in a form same as that of the stand- 
ard AV multiplex form. Therefore, If a video file and audio 
files of the AV independent format are recorded onto a 
removable optical disk 7 by the disk apparatus 1 and the 
optical disk 7 is loaded into the disk apparatus 2, then 
if the disk apparatus 2 is a standard apparatus (on which 
a file of the MXF can be handled), then the apparatus 2 
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can read out the video file and the audio files of the AV 
independent format from the optical disk 7. 
[0087] Further, in the AV independent format, meta- 
data of file units and metadata of frame units are collect- 
ed separately each into different files. This facilitates a 
search process in which metadata is used. 
[0088] FIG. 4 shows an example of a configuration of 
the format conversion section 1 2 of the disk apparatus 
1 of FIG. 1 . 

[0089] Referring to FIG. 4, the format conversion sec- 
tion 1 2 shown includes a standard/independent conver- 
sion section 21 and an independent/standard conver- 
sion section 22. 

[0090] The standard/independent conversion section 
21 converts a file of the standard AV multiplex format of 
FIG. 2 supplied thereto from the communication inter- 
face 13 into a file of the AV independent format of FIG. 
3 and supplies the resulting file to the disk driving section 
11. The independent/standard conversion section 22 
converts a file of the AV independent format of FIG. 3 
supplied thereto from the disk driving section 11 into a 
file of the standard AV multiplex format of FIG. 2 and 
supplies the resulting file to the communication Interface 
13. 

[0091] FIG. 5 shows an example of a configuration of 
the standard/independent conversion section 21 shown 
in FIG. 4. 

[0092] Referring to FIG. 5, a file of the standard AV 
multiplex format is supplied from the communication in- 
terface 13 to a buffer 31. The buffer 31 temporarily 
stores the file of the standard AV multiplex format sup- 
plied thereto. 

[0093] After the file of the standard AV multiplex for- 
mat Is stored into the buffer 31 , a master file preparation 
section 32 prepares a master file of the AV independent 
format from the file of the standard AV multiplex format 
and supplies the prepared file to a buffer 44. 
[0094] A header acquisition section 33 extracts a 
header from the file of the standard AV multiplex format 
stored in the buffer 31 to acquire the header and sup- 
plies the headerto a header metadata extraction section 
35. 

[0095] A body acquisition section 34 extracts a body 
from the file of the standard AV multiplex format stored 
in the buffer 31 to acquire the body and supplies the 
body to a system item extraction section 36, an auxiliary 
item extraction section 38, a picture item extraction sec- 
tion 40, and a sound item extraction section 42. 
[0096] The header metadata extraction section 35 ex- 
tracts header metadata from the header supplied there- 
to from the header acquisition section 33 and supplies 
metadata of fife units placed in the header metadata to 
a metadata file preparation section 37. The system item 
extraction section 36 extracts system items in which the 
metadata of frames are placed from edit units of the 
body supplied thereto from the body acquisition section 
34 and supplies the system items to the metadata file 
preparation section 37. The metadata file preparation 



section 37 prepares a metadata file of file units in which 
the metadata of file units supplied thereto from the head- 
er metadata extraction section 35 are placed. The meta- 
data file preparation section 37 further prepares a meta- 

5 data file of frame units in which the system items of the 
edit units supplied thereto from the system item extrac- 
tion section 36 are collectively and sequentially placed. 
The metadata file preparation section 37 supplies the 
metadata files of file units and frame units to the buffer 

10 44. 

[0097] The auxiliary item extraction section 38 ex- 
tracts auxiliary items in which user data of frame units 
are placed from the edit units of the body supplied there- 
to from the body acquisition section 34 and supplies the 

is extracted auxiliary items to an auxiliary file preparation 
section 39. The auxiliary file preparation section 39 pre- 
pares an auxiliary file in which the auxiliary items of the 
edit units supplied thereto from the auxiliary file prepa- 
ration section 39 are collectively placed and supplies the 

20 auxiliary file to the buffer 44. 

[0098] The picture item extraction section 40 extracts 
picture items in which video data of frame units are 
placed from the edit units of the body supplied thereto 
from the body acquisition section 34 and supplies the 

25 picture items to a video file preparation section 41 . The 
video file preparation section 41 prepares a file in which 
the picture items of the edit units supplied thereto from 
the picture item extraction section 40 are placed collec- 
tively in the body and a header and a footer of a form 

oo same as that of a file of the standard AV multiplex format 
are added to the body. The video file preparation section 
41 supplies the thus prepared file to the buffer 44. 
[0099] The sound item extraction section 42 extracts 
sound items in which audio data of frame units are 

35 placed from the edit units of the body supplied thereto 
from the body acquisition section 34 and supplies the 
sound item to an audio file preparation section 43. The 
audio file preparation section 43 prepares an audio file 
for each channel in which audio data of the channel 

40 placed in the sound items of the edit units supplied 
thereto from the sound item extraction section 42 are 
placed collectively for the channel in the body and a 
header and a footer of a form same as that of a file of 
the standard AV multiplex format are added to the body. 

45 The audio file preparation section 43 supplies the audio 
files for the channels prepared in this manner to the buff- 
er 44. 

[0100] The buffer 44 temporarily stores the master file 
supplied thereto from the master file preparation section 

50 32, the metadata files of file units and frame units sup- 
plied thereto from the metadata file preparation section 
37, and the auxiliary file supplied thereto from the aux- 
iliary file preparation section 39. Further, the buffer 44 
temporarily stores the video file supplied thereto from 

55 the video file preparation section 41 and the audio files 
for the channels supplied thereto from the audio file 
preparation section 43. Then, the buffer 44 supplies the 
stored files as files of the AV independent format to the 
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disk driving section 11 . 

[0101] FIG. 6 shows an example of a configuration of 
the video file preparation section 41 shown in FIG. 5. 
[0102] Referring to FIG. 6, a picture item of each edit 
unit supplied from the picture item extraction section 40 
is received by a coupling section 51 . The coupling sec- 
tion 51 successively couples or connects picture items 
of edit units successively supplied thereto and supplies 
the picture items to a header/footer addition section 52. 
The header/footer addition section 52 adds a header 
and a footer of a form same as that of a file of the stand- 
ard AV multiplex format to a body provided by the picture 
items of the edit units coupled to each other and sup- 
plied thereto from the coupling section 51 to form a video 
file of the AV independent format. Then, the header/ 
footer addition section 52 outputs the video file of the 
AV independent format. 

[0103] FIG. 7 shows an example of a configuration of 
the audio file preparation section 43 shown in FIG. 5. 
[0104] Referring to FIG. 7, a sound item of each edit 
unit supplied from the sound item extraction section 42 
is received by a KLV decoder 61 . The KLV decoder 61 
decomposes the KLV structure of audio data placed in 
the sound items of the edit units to obtain multiplexed 
audio data of eight channels (such data is hereinafter 
referred to suitably as multiplexed audio data) and sup- 
plies the multiplexed audio data to a channel demulti- 
plexing section 62. 

[0105] The channel demultiplexing section 62 demul- 
tiplexes the multiplexed audio data of sound items sup- 
plied thereto from the KLV decoder 61 Into audio data 
of individual channels and supplies the audio data of the 
channels collectively forthe individual channels to a da- 
ta conversion section 63. 

[0106] The data conversion section 63 converts the 
coding method of the audio data of the channels sup- 
plied thereto from the channel demultiplexing section 
62. In particular, while audio data in the standard AV 
multiplex format are in a form encoded by the AES3 
form, the audio data in the AV independent format are 
in another form encoded by the WAVE system. There- 
fore, the data conversion section 63 converts the audio 
data (audio data of the AES3 form) encoded by the 
AES3 method into audio data (audio data of the WAVE 
system) encoded by the WAVE system. 
[01 07] It is to be noted that, while the data conversion 
section 63 here converts audio data of the AES3 system 
into audio data of the WAVE system, the section 63 can 
convert the audio data into audio data of a system other 
than the WAVE system. In particular, the conversion of 
audio data by the data conversion section 63 is per- 
formed forthe object of suppressing the data amount of 
audio data of the AES3 system. Therefore, the data con- 
version section 63 may adopt any coding system only if 
the coding system can achieve the object just described. 
[0108] On the other hand, where the data amount of 
audio data does not matter, the audio file preparation 
section 43 can be configured without provision of the 



data conversion section 63. 

[01 09] The audio data of the individual channels of the 
WAVE system obtained by the data conversion section 
63 are supplied to a KLV encoder 64. The KLV encoder 

5 64 KLV-encodes the audio data supplied thereto from 
the data conversion section 63 and collected for the in- 
dividual channels into audio data of the KLV structure. 
Then, the KLV encoder 64 adds a filler (FIG. 3) neces- 
sary for establishment of sector alignment to the audio 

io data of each channel of the KLV structure and supplies 
the resulting audio data of the channels to a header/ 
footer addition section 65. 

[0110] The header/footer addition section 65 adds a 
header and a footer of a form same as that of a file of 

is the standard AV multiplex format to the body of each 
channel, which includes the audio data of the channel 
supplied thereto from the KLV encoder 64, to produce 
an audio file for each channel of the AV independent 
format. Then, the header/footer addition section 65 out- 

20 puts the audio files of the individual channels of the AV 
independent format. 

[0111] Referring back to FIG. 5, the standard/inde- 
pendent conversion section 21 performs a master file 
preparation process for preparing a master file as a file 

25 of the AV independent format, a metadata file prepara- 
tion process for preparing metadata files of file units and 
frame units, and an auxiliary file preparation process for 
preparing an auxiliary file. The standard/independent 
conversion section 21 further performs a video file prep- 

30 aration process for preparing a video file and an audio 
file preparation process for preparing audio files. 
[0112] Thus, the master file preparation process, 
metadata file preparation process, auxiliary file prepa- 
ration process, video file preparation process, and audio 

35 file preparation process executed by the standard/inde- 
pendent conversion section 21 are described below with 
reference to flow charts of FIGS. 8 to 13. 
[01 1 3] First, the master file preparation process is de- 
scribed with reference to the flow chart of FIG. 8. 

40 [0114] The master file preparation is started, for ex- 
ample, when a file of the standard AV multiplex format 
is supplied to and stored into the buffer 31 (FIG. 5). 
Thus, first at step S1 , the master file preparation section 
32 (FIG. 5) produces file names for metadata files of file 

45 units and frame units, an auxiliary file, a video file, and 
audio files for individual channels. Then, the processing 
advances to step S2. At step S2, the master file prepa- 
ration section 32 prepares a master file in which a link 
to a file of each of the file names produced at step S1 is 

so described in the XML and supplies the master file to the 
buffer 44 so that the master file is stored into the buffer 
44. The master file preparation process is ended there- 
by. 

[01 1 5] Now, the metadata file preparation process for 
55 file units for preparing a metadata file of file units is de- 
scribed with reference to the flow chart of FIG. 9. 
[01 1 6] For example, if a file of the standard AV multi- 
plex format is supplied to and stored Into the buffer 31 



9 



17 



EP1 427 217 A1 



18 



(FIG. 5), then the metadata file preparation process for 
file units is started. First at step S11 , the header acqui- 
sition section 33 acquires the header from the file of the 
standard AV format stored in the buffer 31 and supplies 
the header to the header metadata extraction section 
35. Then, the processing advances to step S1 2. At step 
S1 2, the header metadata extraction section 36 extracts 
header metadata from the header supplied thereto from 
the header acquisition section 33 and supplies the head- 
er metadata of file units placed In the header metadata 
to the metadata file preparation section 37. Then, the 
processing advances to step S13. At step S13, the 
metadata file preparation section 37 prepares a meta- 
data file of file units in which the metadata of file units 
supplied thereto from the header metadata extraction 
section 35 are placed, and supplies the metadata file of 
file units to the buffer 44 so that the metadata file of file 
units may be stored into the buffer 44. The metadata 
preparation process for file units is ended thereby. 
[0117] Now, the metadata file preparation process for 
frame units wherein a metadata file of frame units is pre- 
pared is described with reference to the flow chart of 
FIG. 10. 

[0118] For example, if a file of the standard AV multi- 
plex format is stored into the buffer 31 (FIG. 5), then the 
metadata file preparation process for frame units is 
started. First at step S21 , the body acquisition section 
34 acquires the body from the file of the standard AV 
multiplex format stored in the buffer 31 and supplies the 
body to the system item extraction section 36. Then, the 
processing advances to step S22. At step S22, the sys- 
tem item extraction section 36 extracts system items in 
which metadata of frame units are placed from edit units 
of the body supplied thereto from the body acquisition 
section 34 and supplies the system items to the meta- 
data file preparation section 37. Then, the processing 
advances to step S23. At step S23, the metadata file 
preparation section 37 couples the system items of the 
edit units supplied from the system item extraction sec- 
tion 36 to prepare a metadata file of frame units in which 
the system items of the edit units are collectively placed. 
Then, the metadata file preparation section 37 supplies 
the metadata file of frame units to the buffer 44 so that 
the metadata file of frame units is stored into the buffer 
44. The metadata file preparation process for a frame 
unit is ended thereby. 

[0119] Subsequently, the auxiliary file preparation 
process for preparing an auxiliary file is described with 
reference to the flow chart of FIG. 11 . 
[0120] For example, If a file of the standard AV multi- 
plex format is supplied to the buffer 31 (FIG. 5), then the 
auxiliary file preparation process is stared. First at step 
S31 , the body acquisition section 34 acquires the body 
from the file of the standard AV multiplex format stored 
in the buffer 31 and supplies the body to the auxiliary 
item extraction section 38. Then, the processing ad- 
vances to step S32. At step S32, the auxiliary item ex- 
traction section 38 extracts auxiliary items from edit 



units of the body supplied thereto from the body acqui- 
sition section 34 and supplies the extracted auxiliary 
items to the auxiliary file preparation section 39. Then, 
the processing advances to step S33. At step S33, the 

5 auxiliary file preparation section 39 couples the auxiliary 
items of the edit units supplied thereto from the auxiliary 
item extraction section 38 to prepare an auxiliary file in 
which the auxiliary items of the edit units are placed col- 
lectively. Then, the auxiliary file preparation section 39 

10 supplies the auxiliary file to the buffer 44 so that the aux- 
iliary file is stored into the buffer 44. The auxiliary file 
preparation process is ended thereby. 
[01 21 ] Now, the video file preparation process for pre- 
paring a video file is described with reference to the flow 

is chart of FIG. 12. 

[01 22] For example, if a file of the standard AV multi- 
plex format is supplied to and stored into the buffer 31 
(FIG. 5), then the video file preparation process is start- 
ed. First at step S41 , the body acquisition section 34 

20 acquires the body from the file of the standard AV mul- 
tiplex format stored in the buffer 31 and supplies the 
body to the picture item extraction section 40. Then, the 
processing advances to step S42. At step S42, the pic- 
ture item extraction section 40 extracts picture items 

25 from edit units of the body supplied thereto from the 
body acquisition section 34 and supplies the extracted 
picture items to the video file preparation section 41 . 
Then, the processing advances to step S43. At step 
S43, the video file preparation section 41 (FIG. 6) cou- 

30 pies the picture items of the edit units supplied thereto 
from the picture item extraction section 40 to produce a 
body in which the picture items of the edit units are col- 
lectively placed and supplies the produced body to the 
header/footer addition section 52. Then, the processing 

35 advances to step S44. 

[01 23] At step S44, the header/footer addition section 
52 adds a header and a footer of a form same as that 
of the file of the standard AV multiplex format to the body 
supplied thereto from the coupling section 51 to prepare 

40 a video file of the AV independent format. Then, the 
header/footer addition section 52 supplies the video file 
of the AV independent format to the buffer 44 so that the 
video file is stored into the buffer 44. The video file prep- 
aration process is ended thereby. 

45* [01 24] Now, the audio file preparation process for pre- 
paring audio files is described with reference to the flow 
chart of FIG. 13. 

[01 25] For example, if a file of the standard AV multi- 
plex format is supplied to and stored into the buffer 31 

50 (FIG. 5), then the audio file preparation process is start- 
ed. First at step S51 , the body acquisition section 34 
acquires the body from the file of the standard AV mul- 
tiplex format stored in the buffer 31 and supplies the 
body to the sound item extraction section 42. Then, the 

55 processing advances to step S52. At step S52, the 
sound item extraction section 42 extracts sound items 
from edit units of the body supplied thereto from the 
body acquisition section 34 and supplies the extracted 
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sound items to the audio file preparation section 43. 
Then, the processing advances to step S53. At step 
S53, the audio file preparation section 43 (FIG. 7) de- 
composes the KLV structure of the audio data placed in 
the sound items of the edit units to obtain multiplexed 
audio data of eight channels. Then, the audio file prep- 
aration section 43 supplies the multiplexed audio data 
to the channel demultiplexing section 62. Thereafter, the 
processing advances to step S54. 
[0126] At step S54, the channel demultiplexing sec- 
tion 62 demultiplexes the multiplexed audio data of the 
sound items supplied thereto from the KLV decoder 61 
to form audio data of the AES3 form for the individual 
channels. Then, the channel demultiplexing section 62 
collectively places the audio data of the AES3 form for 
the individual channels and supplies the resulting audio 
data to the data conversion section 63. 
[0127] Then, the processing advances to step S55, at 
which the data conversion section 63 converts the audio 
data of the AES3 of the individual channels supplied 
thereto from the channel demultiplexing section 62 into 
audio data of the WAVE form and supplies the audio da- 
ta of the WAVE form to the KLV encoder 64. Then, the 
processing advances to step S56. At step S56, the KLV 
encoder 64 KLV-encodes the audio data of the WAVE 
form collected for the individual channels and received 
from the data conversion section 63 into audio data of 
the KLV structure. Further, the KLV encoder 64 adds a 
filler (FIG. 23) necessary to establish sector alignment 
to the audio data of each of the channels having the KLV 
structure. Consequently, the KLV encoder 64 produces 
a body for each channel in which the audio data of the 
WAVE form of the channel are placed collectively, and 
besides a required filler is placed. The KLV encoder 64 
supplies the thus produced bodies to the header/footer 
addition section 65. Thereafter, the processing advanc- 
es to step S57. 

[0128] At step S57, the header/footer addition section 
65 adds a header and a footer of a form same as that 
of the file of the standard AV multiplex format to the body 
of each of the channels supplied thereto from the KLV 
encoder 64 to prepare an audio file of the AV Independ- 
ent format for the channel. Then, the header/footer ad- 
dition section 65 supplies the audio files of the AV inde- 
pendent format for the individual channels to the buffer 
44 so that the audio files are stored into the buffer 44. 
The audio file preparation process is ended thereby. 
[0129] FIG. 14 shows an example of a configuration 
of the independent/standard conversion section 22 of 
FIG. 4. 

[0130] Referring to FIG. 14, a buffer 101 temporarily 
stores files of the AV independent format supplied there- 
to from the disk driving section 11 (FIG. 1). The files In- 
clude a master file, a metadata file of file units, a meta- 
data file of frame units, an auxiliary file, a video file, and 
audio files for eight channels. 

[0131] A file acquisition section 102 refers to the mas- 
ter file stored in the buffer 101 to recognize the file 



names of the metadata file of file units, metadata file of 
frame units, auxiliary file, video file, and audio files for 
eight channels. Then, the buffer 101 accesses the disk 
driving section 11 through the buffer 1 01 to read out the 

5 metadata file of file units, metadata file of frame units, 
auxiliary file, video file, and audio files for eight channels 
from the optical disk 7 based on the recognized file 
names to acquire the files. Then, the file acquisition sec- 
tion 102 supplies the metadata file of file units and the 

10 metadata file of frame units thus acquired to a metadata 
file processing section 103. Further, the file acquisition 
section 102 supplies the auxiliary file to an auxiliary file 
processing section 1 04, supplies the video file to a video 
file processing section 105, and supplies the audio files 

13 for eight channels to an audio file processing section 
106. 

[0132] The metadata file processing section 103 ex- 
tracts metadata of file units from within the metadata file 
of file units supplied thereto from the file acquisition sec- 

20 tion 102. Further, the metadata file processing section 
103 extracts system items in which the metadata of 
frame units are placed from within the metadata file of 
frame units. Then, the metadata file processing section 
103 supplies the metadata of file units and the system 

25 items to a data synthesis section 1 07. 

[0133] The auxiliary file processing section 104 ex- 
tracts auxiliary items from within the auxiliary file sup- 
plied thereto from the file acquisition section 1 02 and 
supplies the auxiliary items to the data synthesis section 

30 107. 

[01 34] The video file processing section 1 05 extracts 
picture items from within the video file supplied thereto 
from the file acquisition section 1 02 and supplies the pic- 
ture Items to the data synthesis section 1 07. 

35 [01 35] The video file processing section 1 05 extracts 
audio data of the individual channels from within the au- 
dio files of the eight channels supplied thereto from the 
file acquisition section 102 and produces sound items 
in which the audio data of the individual channels are 

40 placed in a multiplexed state. The video file processing 
section 1 05 supplies the sound items to the data syn- 
thesis section 107. 

[0136] The data synthesis section 107 receives the 
metadata of file units and the system items supplied 

45 thereto from the metadata file processing section 1 03, 
the auxiliary items supplied thereto from the auxiliary file 
processing section 104, the picture items supplied 
thereto from the video file processing section 105, and 
the sound items supplied thereto from the audio file 

50 processing section 106. Then, the data synthesis sec- 
tion 1 07 uses the received items to prepare a file of the 
standard AV multiplex format and supplies the file of the 
standard AV multiplex format to a buffer 108. 
[01 37] The buffer 1 08 temporarily stores the file of the 

55 standard AV multiplex format supplied thereto from the 
data synthesis section 107 and supplies the file to the 
communication interface 13 (FIG. 1). 
[0138] FIG. 15 shows an example of a configuration 
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of the video file processing section 105 shown in FIG. 
14. 

[0139] A video file supplied from the file acquisition 
section 1 02 is received by a header/footer removal sec- 
tion 111. The header/footer removal section 111 re- 
moves a header and a footer from the video file received 
thereby and supplies the remaining body to a decompo- 
sition section 112. The decomposition section 112 sep- 
arates a sequence of picture items placed in the body 
supplied thereto from the header/footer removal section 
111 and extracts, from within the sequence, units to be 
multiplexed with other items (system items, sound 
items, and auxiliary items), that is, the individual items 
in which video data of frame units are placed. Then, the 
decomposition section 112 supplies the picture items to 
the data synthesis section 1 07 (FIG. 4). 
[0140] FIG. 16 shows an example of a configuration 
of the audio file processing section 106 shown In FIG. 
14. 

[0141] Audio files of eight channels supplied from the 
file acquisition section 102 are received by a header/ 
footer removal section 121 . The header/footer removal 
section 1 21 removes a header and a footer from each 
of the audio files of eight channels received thereby and 
supplies the remaining bodies of the channels to a KLV 
decoder 122. 

[0142] The KLV decoder 122 decomposes the KLV 
structure of the bodies of the channels supplied thereto 
from the header/footer removal section 121 and sup- 
plies the audio data of the WAVE form of the channels 
obtained by the decomposition to a data conversion sec- 
tion 123. 

[0143] The data conversion section 123 performs in- 
verse conversion to that executed by the data conver- 
sion section 63 of FIG. 7 for the audio data supplied 
thereto from the KLV decoder 1 22. In particular, the data 
conversion section 123 converts the audio data of the 
channels of the WAVE form supplied thereto from the 
KLV decoder 122 into audio data of the channels of the 
AES3 form and supplies the audio data of the channels 
of the AES3 form to a channel multiplexing section 1 24. 
[0144] The channel multiplexing section 124 multi- 
plexes the audio data of the channels supplied thereto 
from the channel multiplexing section 124 in a unit of a 
sample and supplies multiplexed audio data obtained 
by the multiplexing to a KLV encoder 125. 
[01 45] The KLV encoder 1 25 delimits the multiplexed 
audio data supplied thereto from the channel multiplex- 
ing section 1 24 in a unit corresponding to each frame of 
the video data and KLV-encodes the multiplexed audio 
data corresponding to each frame so as to have a KLV 
structure. Further, the KLV encoder 1 25 adds, to the KLV 
structure of the multiplexed audio data corresponding to 
each frame, a KLV structure of a filler of a length corre- 
sponding to a shortage from the data length of a sound 
item, which is a fixed length, thereby to form a sound 
item. Then, the KLV encoder 125 supplies the thus 
formed sound item to the data synthesis section 1 07 



(FIG. 14). 

[0146] FIG. 17 shows an example of a configuration 
of the data synthesis section 107 shown in FIG. 14. 
[0147] A header/footer production section 131 re- 

s ceives metadata of file units outputted from the metada- 
ta file processing section 103. The header/footer pro- 
duction section 131 produces a header and a footer of 
a file of the standard AV multiplex format and places the 
metadata of file units from the metadata file processing 

10 section 103 into the header metadata of the header. 
Then, the header/footer production section 131 supplies 
the header and the footer to a header/footer addition 
section 133. 

[0148] A multiplexing section 132 receives system 

15 items outputted from the metadata file processing sec- 
tion 1 03, auxiliary items outputted from the auxiliary file 
processing section 1 04, picture items outputted from the 
video file processing section 105, and sound items out- 
putted from the audio file processing section 106. The 

20 multiplexing section 132 successively multiplexes the 
system items, picture items, sound items, and auxiliary 
items supplied thereto in this order to form a sequence 
of edit units. Then, the multiplexing section 1 32 supplies 
the sequence of edit units as a body to the header/footer 

25 addition section 133. 

[0149] The header/footer addition section 133 adds 
the header and the footer supplied thereto from the 
header/footer production section 131 to the body sup- 
plied thereto from the multiplexing section 132 to form 

30 a file of the standard AV multiplex format. As a result, 
the section 133 outputs the file of the standard AV mul- 
tiplex format. 

[0150] Referring back to FIG. 14, the independent/ 
standard conversion section 22 performs a metadata file 

35 process for processing a metadata file, an auxiliary file 
process for processing an auxiliary file, a video file proc- 
ess for processing a video file ! and an audio file process 
for processing audio files. The independent/standard 
conversion section 22 further performs a synthesis proc- 

40 ess for preparing a file of the standard AV multiplex for- 
mat through synthesis using results of the processes 
mentioned above. 

[0151] The metadata file process, auxiliary file proc- 
ess, video file process, audio file process, and synthesis 

45 process performed by the independent/standard con- 
version section 22 are described below with reference 
to flow charts of FIGS. 18 to 22. 
[0152] First, the metadata file process is described 
with reference to the flow chart of FIG. 18. 

50 [01 53] The metadata file process is started, for exam- 
ple: when a master file is read out from an optical disk 
7 by the disk driving section 1 1 and stored into the buffer 
101. 

[01 54] First, at step S1 01 , the file acquisition section 
55 102 refers to the master file stored in the buffer 101 to 
recognize the file names of the metadata files of file units 
and frame units. Further, at step S101, the file acquisi- 
tion section 102 accesses the disk driving section 11 to 
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read out the metadata files of file units and frame units 
from the optical disk 7 based on the file names through 
the buffer 101 to acquire the files. Then, the file acqui- 
sition section 102 supplies the acquired metadata files 
to the metadata file processing section 103. Then, the 
processing advances to step S102. At step S102, the 
metadata file processing section 103 extracts, from 
within the metadata file of the file units supplied thereto 
from the file acquisition section 1 02, the metadata of file 
units. Further, the metadata file processing section 1 03 
extracts, from within the metadata file of the frame units, 
system items in which the metadata of the frame units 
are placed. Then, the metadata file processing section 
1 03 supplies the extracted metadata of file units and the 
system items to the data synthesis section 1 07. The 
metadata file process is ended thereby. 
[01 55] Now, the auxiliary file process is described with 
reference to the flow chart of FIG. 19. 
[0156] The auxiliary file process is started, for exam- 
ple, when a master file is read out from an optical disk 
7 by the disk driving section 11 and stored into the buffer 
101. 

[0157] First at step S111 , the file acquisition section 
102 refers to the master file stored in the buffer 101 to 
recognize the file name of the auxiliary file. Further, at 
step S111 , the file acquisition section 102 accesses the 
disk driving section 1 1 to read out the auxiliary file from 
the optical disk 7 based on the file name through the 
buffer 101 to acquire the auxiliary file and supplies the 
acquired auxiliary file to the auxiliary file processing sec- 
tion 104. Then, the processing advances to step S112. 
[0158] At step S1 1 2, the auxiliary file processing sec- 
tion 1 04 decomposes the auxiliary file supplied thereto 
from the file acquisition section 1 02 into auxiliary items 
to extract or acquire auxiliary items from the auxiliary 
file. The section 104 supplies the auxiliary items to the 
data synthesis section 1 07. The auxiliary file process is 
ended thereby. 

[0159] Now, the video file process is described with 
reference to the flow chart of FIG. 20. 
[0160] The video file is started, for example, when a 
master file is read out from an optical disk 7 by the disk 
driving section 11 and stored into the buffer 101 . 
[0161] First at step S 121 , the file acquisition section 
1 02 refers to the master file stored in the buffer 1 01 to 
recognize the file name of the video file. Further, at step 
S121 , the file acquisition section 102 accesses the disk 
driving section 1 1 to read out the video file from the op- 
tical disk 7 based on the file name through the buffer 
101 to acquire the video file and supplies the video file 
to the video file processing section 105. Then, the 
processing advances to step S122. 
[0162] At step S122, the header/footer removal sec- 
tion 111 of the video file processing section 105 (FIG. 
15) removes a header and a footer from the video file 
supplied thereto from the file acquisition section 1 02 and 
supplies the body remaining as a result of the removal 
to the decomposition section 112. Then, the processing 



advances to step S123. At step S123, the decomposi- 
tion section 112 decomposes a sequence of picture 
items placed in the body supplied thereto from the head- 
er/footer removal section 111 into individual picture 

5 items and supplies the picture items to the data synthe- 
sis section 1 07. The video file process is ended thereby. 
[0163] Now, the audio file process Is described with 
reference to the flow chart of FIG. 21 . 
[0164] The audio file process is started, for example, 

io when a master file is read out from an optical disk 7 by 
the disk driving section 1 1 and stored into the buffer 101. 
[0165] First at step S131 , the file acquisition section 
102 refers to the master file stored in the buffer 101 to 
recognize the file names of audio files of eight channels. 

15 Further, at step S131, the file acquisition section 102 
accesses the disk driving section 11 to read out the au- 
dio files of eight channels from the optical disk 7 based 
on the file names through the buffer 1 01 to acquire the 
audio files of eight channels. Then s the file acquisition 

20 section 1 02 supplies the audio files of eight channels to 
the audio file processing section 106. Thereafter, the 
processing advances to step S132. 
[0166] At step S132, the header/footer removal sec- 
tion 121 of the audio file processing section 106 (FIG. 

25 1 6) removes a header and a footer from each of the au- 
dio files of eight channels supplied thereto from the file 
acquisition section 102 and supplies the bodies of the 
channels remaining as a result of the removal to the KLV 
decoder 122. Then, the processing advances to step 

30 S1 33. At step S1 33, the KLV decoder 1 22 decomposes 
the KLV structure of the bodies of the channels supplied 
thereto from the header/hooter removal section 121 and 
supplies the audio data of the WAVE form of the chan- 
nels obtained by the decomposition to the data conver- 
ts sion section 1 23. Then, the processing advances to step 
S134. 

[01 67] At step S1 34, the data conversion section 1 23 
converts the audio data of the channels of the WAVE 
form supplied thereto from the KLV decoder 1 22 into au- 

40 dio data of the channels of the AES3 form and supplies 
the audio data of the channels of the AES3 form to the 
channel multiplexing section 124. Then, the processing 
advances to step S1 35. At step S1 35, the channel mul- 
tiplexing section 124 multiplexes the audio data of the 

45 channels supplied thereto from the channel multiplexing 
section 124 and supplies the multiplexed audio data ob- 
tained by the multiplexing to the KLV encoder 1 25. Then, 
the processing advances to step S136. 
[0168] At step S136, the KLV encoder 125 delimits the 

50 multiplexed audio data supplied thereto from the chan- 
nel multiplexing section 124 into units corresponding to 
frames of the video data and KLV-encodes the multi- 
plexed audio data corresponding to the frames into mul- 
tiplexed audio data of the KLV structure. Then : the 

55 processing advances to step S137. At step S137, the 
KLV encoder 125 adds a necessary KLV structure of a 
filler to the KLV structure of the multiplexed audio data 
corresponding to each of the frames to produce a sound 
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item. Then, the KLV encoder 125 supplies the sound 
items produced In this manner to the data synthesis sec- 
tion 1 07. The audio file process is ended thereby. 
[0169] Now, the synthesis process is described with 
reference to the flow chart of FIG. 22. 
[0170] The synthesis process is started, for example, 
when required items are supplied to the data synthesis 
section 107. The required items are metadata of file 
units and system items from the metadata file process- 
ing section 103, auxiliary items from the auxiliary file 
processing section 1 04, picture items from the video file 
processing section 1 05, and sound items from the audio 
file processing section 1 06. 

[0171] First at step S141 , the header/footer produc- 
tion section 131 of the data synthesis section 107 (FIG. 
1 7) produces a header and a footer of a fi le of the stand- 
ard AV multiplex format and places the metadata of file 
units from the metadata file processing section 1 03 Into 
the header metadata of the header. Further, at step 
S141 ,the header/footer production section 131 supplies 
the header and the footer obtained in such a manner as 
described above to the header/footer addition section 
133. Thereafter, the processing advances to step S1 42. 
[0172] At step S1 42, the multiplexing section 132 mul- 
tiplexes the system items outputted from the metadata 
file processing section 1 03, the auxiliary items outputted 
from the auxiliary file processing section 1 04, the picture 
items outputted from the video file processing section 
1 05, and the sound items outputted from the audio file 
processing section 106. Then, the multiplexing section 
132 supplies a sequence of edit units obtained by the 
multiplexing as a body to the header/footer addition sec- 
tion 133. Then, the processing advances to step S143. 
[0173] At step S143, the header/footer addition sec- 
tion 133 adds the header and the footer supplied thereto 
from the header/footer production section 131 to the 
body supplied thereto from the multiplexing section 1 32 
to form a file of the standard AV multiplex format and 
outputs the file of the standard AV multiplex format. The 
synthesis process is ended thereby. 
[01 74] While the series of processes described above 
can be executed by hardware, it may otherwise be ex- 
ecuted by software. Where the series of processes is 
executed by software, a program, which constructs the 
software, is installed into a computer for universal use 
or a like apparatus. 

[0175] FIG. 23 shows an example of a configuration 
of a computer into which a program for executing the 
series of processes described above is installed. 
[0176] The program can be recorded in advance on 
a hard disk 205 or a Read Only Memory (ROM) 203 built 
in the computer and serving as a recording medium. 
[0177] it is otherwise possible to temporarily or per- 
manently store or record the program on a removable 
recording medium 211 such as a flexible disk, a Com- 
pact Disc- Read Only Memory (CD-ROM), an Magneto- 
Optical (MO) disk, a Digital Versatile Disk (DVD), a mag- 
netic disk, or a semiconductor memory. The removable 



recording medium 211 of the type described can be pro- 
vided as package software. 

[0178] It is to be noted that the program may be in- 
stalled by a different method from the method described 

5 above wherein the program is installed from such a re- 
movable recording medium 211 into the computer as de- 
scribed above. In particular, it is possible to transfer the 
program from a download site to the computer by wire- 
less communication through an artificial satellite for dig- 
to jtal satellite broadcasting or to transfer the program to 
the computer by wire communication through a network 
such as a Local Area Network (LAN) or the Internet. The 
computer thus can receive the program transferred in 
this manner by means of a communication section 208 

is and install the program Into a hard disk 205 built therein. 
[0179] The computer has a central processing unit 
CPU 202 built therein. An input/output interface 210 is 
connected to the CPU 202 through a bus 201 . If the CPU 
202 receives an instruction when an inputting section 

20 207, which may include a keyboard, a mouse or/and, a 
microphone, is operated by the user through the input/ 
output interface 210, then the CPU 202 executes the 
program stored in the Read Only Memory (ROM) 203. 
Alternatively, the CPU 202 may load a program stored 

25 on the hard disk 205; a program transferred from a sat- 
ellite or a network, received by the communication sec- 
tion 208, and installed in the hard disk 205; or a program 
read out from a removable recording medium 211 load- 
ed in a drive 209 and installed in the hard disk 205 Into 

30 a Random Access Memory (RAM) 204 and executes the 
program loaded In the RAM 204. Thus, the CPU 202 
executes processing in accordance with the flow charts 
described hereinabove or processing to be performed 
by the configuration described hereinabove with refer- 

35 ence to the block diagrams. Then, the CPU 202, for ex- 
ample, outputs a result of the processing from an out- 
putting section 206, which may include an Liquid Crystal 
Display (LCD) unit or/and a speaker, through the input/ 
output interface 210 as the need arises. Alternatively, 

40 the CPU 202 may transmit the result of the processing 
from the communication section 208 or record the result 
of the processing onto the hard disk 205. 
[0180] tn the present specification, the processing 
steps, which describe the program for causing a com- 

45 puter to execute various processes, may be but need 
not necessarily be processed in a time series in the or- 
der as described hereinabove with reference to the flow 
charts. Thus, they may include other processes, which 
are executed parallelly or individually without being 

so processed in a time series such as concurrent process- 
es or processes by objects. 

[01 81 ) Further, the program may be processed by a 
single computer or may otherwise be processed dis- 
cretely by a plurality of computers. Furthermore, the pro- 
55 gram may be transferred to and executed by a remote 
computer. 

[0182] In summary, mutual conversion is performed 
between a file of the standard AV multiplex format In 
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which video data and audio data are placed in a multi- 
plexed state in a body and a file of the AV Independent 
format in which video data and audio data are placed 
collectively in respective bodies. Consequently, for ex- 
ample, in order to transmit a file through the network 4 5 
(for file exchange or streaming), the standard AV multi- 
plex form can be used but in order to record a file onto 
the optical disk 7, the AV independent format can be 
used. 

[0183] Then, where a file of the AV independent for- 10 
mat is to be recorded on the optical disk 7, for example, 
AV independent editing (AV split editing) can be per- 
formed readily. 

[0184] Further, in the AV independent format, meta- 
data of frame units are placed collectively in one file '5 
(metadata file of frame units). Therefore, search for 
metadata of a frame unit can be performed at a high 
speed. 

[0185] Furthermore, the AV independent format 
adopts the WAVE as a coding system for audio data. 20 
Therefore, the data amount of audio data can be re- 
duced when compared with that in the case of the stand- 
ard AV multiplex format adopting the AES3. 
[0186] Further, the AV independent format adopts the 
form of a header, a body, and a footer same as that of 25 
the standard AV multiplex format and besides adopts, 
for the header and the footer, a header and a footer of 
the same form as that of the standard AV multiplex for- 
mat. Consequently, any standard apparatus, which is 
ready for the standard AV multiplex format can transmit 30 
and receive a file of the AV independent format and write 
and read out the file onto and from a recording medium. 
[0187] Furthermore, a file of the standard AV multiplex 
format has a body In which a plurality of essences such 
as video data, audio data, user data, and metadata of 35 
frame units are placed in a multiplexed state. Mean- 
while, a video file and an audio file in a file of the AV 
independent format have only video data and audio data 
placed in the body, respectively. Accordingly, a file of the 
AV independent format can be considered as a file of *o 
the MXF whose body includes a single essence. Con- 
tents of a video file or an audio file, which Is an MXF file 
wherein a single essence is placed in the body, can be 
read out by any apparatus that can recognize an MXF 
file whose body includes a single essence. <*s 
[0188] It is to be noted that the disk apparatus 1 in the 
present embodiment writes and reads out a file of the 
AV independent format onto and from an optical disk 7. 
However, a file of the AV in dependent format can be writ- 
ten and read out not only onto and from a recording me- so 
dium of the disk type such as the optical disk 7 but also 
onto and from any other recording medium such as a 
recording medium of the tape type such as a magnetic 
tape or a semiconductor memory. 

[0189] Further, in the embodiment of FIG. 1 , the disk 55 
apparatus 1 , which is one apparatus, is composed of 
the disk driving section 11, format conversion section 
12, and communication interface 13. However, each of 



the disk driving section 11, format conversion section 
12, and communication interface 13 may otherwise be 
formed as a single independent apparatus. 
[01 90] Furthermore, in the present embodiment, a file 
conforming to the MXF is adopted as a file of the stand- 
ard AV multiplex format. However, not only a file, which 
conforms to the MXF, but also any file including a head- 
er, a body, and a footer and having multiplex data of two 
or more arbitrary data placed in the body can be adopted 
as a file of the standard AV multiplex format. 
[0191] Further, in the present embodiment, multi- 
plexed data of video data and audio data are placed in 
the body of a file of the standard AV multiplex format. 
However, for example, multiplex data of two or more 
(streams of) different video data or multiplex data of two 
or more (streams of) different audio data may be placed 
in the body of a file of the standard AV multiplex format. 
[0192] While a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention has been described using specific terms, such 
description is for illustrative purpose only, and it is to be 
understood that changes and variations may be made 
without departing from the scope of the following claims. 



Claims 

1 . A conversion apparatus for converting a file of a for- 
mat including a header, a body, and a footer, com- 
prising: 

conversion means for converting one of a file 
of a first format, which includes first and second 
data placed in a multiplexed state in the body, 
and a file of a second format, which Includes 
first or second data collectively placed in the 
body into the other of the files. 

2. The conversion apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said conversion means includes first for- 
mat conversion means for converting a file of the 
first format into a file of the second format. 

3. The conversion apparatus according to claim 2, 
wherein the first and second data are video data 
and audio data, respectively. 

4. The conversion apparatus according to claim 3, 
wherein said first format conversion means in- 
cludes: 

video data extraction means for extracting the 
video data multiplexed with the audio data in a 
file of the first format; 

video data coupling means for coupling the vid- 
eo data extracted by said video data extraction 
means; and 

video header/footer addition means for adding 
a header and a footer of a form same as that of 
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a file of the first format to a body provided by 
the video data coupled by said video data cou- 
pling means to prepare a video file of said video 
data. 

5. The conversion apparatus according to claim 4. 
wherein said first format conversion means further 
includes file preparation means for preparing a 
master file describing a pointer to the video file. 

6. The conversion apparatus according to claim 3 : 
wherein the audio data in a file of the first format are 
channel-multiplexed audio data formed from audio 
data of a plurality of channels multiplexed with each 
other, and said first format conversion means In- 
cludes: 

audio data extraction means for extracting the 
channel-multiplexed audio data multiplexed 
with the video data in a file of the first file format; 
audio data separation means for separating the 
channel-multiplexed audio data extracted by 
said audio data extraction means into the audio 
data of the individual channels; and 
audio header/footer addition means for adding 
a header and a footer of a form same as that of 
a file of the first format to a body provided by 
the audio data of each of the channels to pre- 
pare audio files of the audio data for the indi- 
vidual channels. 

7. The conversion apparatus according to claim 6 : 
wherein the channel-multiplexed audio data in a file 
of the first format are Key, Length, and Value (KLV)- 
encoded data, and said first format conversion 
means includes: 

KLV structure decomposition means for de- 
composing a KLV structure of the KLV-encoded 
channel-multiplexed audio data extracted by 
said audio data extraction means and supply- 
ing resulting audio data to said audio data sep- 
aration means; and 

KLV structuring means for KLV-encoding the 
audio data of the channels obtained by said au- 
dio data separation means so as to individually 
have a KLV structure; 

said audio header/footer addition means add- 
ing a header and a footer to a body provided by 
the audio data of each of the channels struc- 
tured by said KLV structuring means so as to 
have a KLV structure. 

8. The conversion apparatus according to claim 6 : 
wherein the audio data of a file of the first format 
are data encoded by a first coding method, and said 
first format conversion means further includes au- 
dio data conversion means for converting the audio 



data of the channels coded by the first coding meth- 
od and obtained by said audio data separation 
means into audio data of the channels encoded by 
a second coding method. 

5 

9. The conversion apparatus according to claim 6, 
wherein said first format conversion means further 
includes file preparation means for preparing a 
master file describing pointers to the audio files of 

10 the channels. 

10. The conversion apparatus according to claim 3, 
wherein the body of a file of the first format has 
metadata placed therein in a form multiplexed to- 

is gether with the video data and the audio data, and 
said first format conversion means further includes 
metadata file preparation means for preparing a 
metadata file in which the metadata multiplexed in 
the bodies of a file of the first format are collectively 

20 placed. 

11. The conversion apparatus according to claim 10, 
wherein said first format conversion means further 
includes file preparation means for preparing a 

25 master file describing a pointer to the metadata file. 

12. The conversion apparatus according to claim 2, fur- 
ther comprising recording means for recording a file 
of the second format obtained by said second tor- 
so mat conversion means onto a recording medium. 

13. The conversion apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said conversion means includes second 
format conversion means for converting a file of the 

35 second format into a file of the first format. 

14. The conversion apparatus according to claim 13, 
wherein the first and second data are video data 
and audio data, respectively. 

40 

15. The conversion apparatus according to claim 14, 
wherein a file of the second format Includes a video 
file wherein a header and a footer of a form same 
as that of a file of the first format is added to the 

45 body in which the video data are placed collectively, 
and audio files for audio data of a plurality of chan- 
nels in each of which a header and a footer of a form 
same as that of a file of the first format is added to 
the body in which the audio data of the channel are 

so placed collectively, and said second format conver- 
sion means includes: 

video header/footer removal means for remov- 
ing the header and thef ooter from the video file; 
55 video data decomposition means for decom- 

posing the video data of the video file into video 
data of units to be multiplexed with the audio 
data; 
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audio header/footer removal means for remov- 
ing the headers and the footers from the audio 
files; 

channel multiplexing means for multiplexing 
the audio data of the channels of the audio files 5 
and outputting resulting channel-multiplexed 
audio data; 

data multiplexing means for multiplexing the 
video data obtained by said video data decom- 
position means and the channel-multiplexed io 
audio data obtained by said channel multiplex- 
ing means; and 

header/footer addition means for adding a 
header and a footer of a file of the first format 
to a body provided by the data obtained by said is 
data multiplexing means. 

16. The conversion apparatus according to claim 15, 
wherein the audio data of the audio files in a file of 
the second format is KLV-encoded audio data, and 20 
said second format conversion means further in- 
cludes: 



21 . A conversion apparatus for converting a file of a for- 
mat Including a header, a body, and a footer, com- 
prising: 

a converter for converting one of a file of a first 
format, which includes first and second data 
placed in a multiplexed state in the body, and a 
file of a second format, which includes first or 
second data collectivefy placed in the body into 
the other of the files. 

22. The conversion apparatus according to claim 21 , 
wherein said converter includes a first format con- 
verter for converting a file of the first format into a 
file of the second format. 

23. The conversion apparatus according to claim 22, 
wherein the first and second data are video data 
and audio data, respectively. 

24. The conversion apparatus according to claim 23, 
wherein said first format converter includes: 



KLV structure decomposition means for de- 
composing a KLV structure of the KLV-encoded 
audio data; and 

KLV structuring means for KLV-encoding the 
channel-multiplexed audio data into audio data 
of the KLV structure In a unit to be multiplexed 
with the video data. 

17. The conversion apparatus according to claim 15, 
wherein the audio data in a file of the second format 
are data encoded by a second coding method from 
between first and second coding methods, and said 
second format conversion means further includes 
audio data conversion means for converting the au- 
dio data of the audio files from audio data encoded 
by the second coding method into audio data en- 
coded by the first coding method. 

18. The conversion apparatus according to claim 15, 
wherein a file of the second format further includes 
a metadata file in which the metadata are placed 
collectivefy, and said data multiplexing means mul- 
tiplexes not only the video data and the channel- 
multiplexed audio data but also the metadata. 

19. The conversion apparatus according to claim 13. 
further comprising transmission means f ortransmit- 
ting the file of the first format obtained by said sec- 
ond format conversion means through a transmis- 
sion medium. 

20. The conversion apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein the first format is the Material Exchange 
Format (MXF) . 



a video data extractor for extracting the video 
25 data multiplexed with the audio data in a file of 

the first format; 

a video data coupler for coupling the video data 
extracted by said video data extractor; and 
a video header/footer adder for adding a head- 
30 er and a footer of a form same as that of a file 

of the first format to a body provided by the vid- 
eo data coupled by said video data coupler to 
prepare a video file of said video data. 

35 25. The conversion apparatus according to claim 24, 
wherein said first format converter further includes 
a file preparatorfor preparing a master file describ- 
ing a pointer to the video file. 

40 26. The conversion apparatus according to claim 23, 
wherein the audio data in a file of the first format are 
channel-multiplexed audio data formed from audio 
data of a plurality of channels multiplexed with each 
other, and said first format converter includes: 

45 

audio data extractor for extracting the channel- 
multiplexed audio data multiplexed with the vid- 
eo data in a file of the first file format; 
an audio data separator for separating the 

50 channel-multiplexed audio data extracted by 

said audio data extractor into the audio data of 
the individual channels; and 
an audio header/footer adder for adding a 
header and a footer of a form same as that of 

55 a file of the first format to a body provided by 

the audio data of each of the channels to pre- 
pare audio files of the audio data for the indi- 
vidual channels. 
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27. The conversion apparatus according to claim 26. 
wherein the channel-multiplexed audio data in a file 
of the first format are KLV-encoded data s and said 
first format converter includes: 

a KLV structure decomposer for decomposing 
a KLV structure of the KLV-encoded channel- 
multiplexed audio data extracted by said audio 
data extractor and supplying resulting audio da- 
ta to said audio data separator; and 
a KLV structurerfor KLV-encodingthe audio da- 
ta of the channels obtained by said audio data 
separator so as to individually have a KLV 
structure; 

said audio header/footer adder adding a head- 
er and a footer to a body provided by the audio 
data of each of the channels structured by said 
KLV structurer so as to have a KLV structure. 

28. The conversion apparatus according to claim 26 : 
wherein the audio data of a file of the first format 
are data encoded by a first coding method, and said 
first format converter further includes an audio data 
converter for converting the audio data of the chan- 
nels coded by the first coding method and obtained 
by said audio data separator into audio data of the 
channels encoded by a second coding method. 

29. The conversion apparatus according to claim 26 . 
wherein said first format converter further includes 
file preparator for preparing a master file describing 
pointers to the audio files of the channels. 

30. The conversion apparatus according to claim 23, 
wherein the body of a file of the first format has 
metadata placed therein in a form multiplexed to- 
gether with the video data and the audio data, and 
said first format converter further includes metadata 
file preparatorfor preparing a metadata file in which 
the metadata multiplexed in the bodies of a file of 
the first format are collectively placed. 

31. The conversion apparatus according to claim 30, 
wherein said first format converter further includes 
file preparatorfor preparing a master file describing 
a pointer to the metadata file. 

32. The conversion apparatus according to claim 22, 
further comprising a recorder for recording a file of 
the second format obtained by said second format 
converter onto a recording medium. 

33. The conversion apparatus according to claim 21, 
wherein said converter includes a second format 
converter for converting a file of the second format 
into a file of the first format. 

34. The conversion apparatus according to claim 33, 



wherein the first and second data are video data 
and audio data, respectively. 

35. The conversion apparatus according to claim 34, 
5 wherein a file of the second format includes a video 

file wherein a header and a footer of a form same 
as that of a file of the first format is added to the 
body in which the video data are placed collectively, 
and audio files for audio data of a plurality of chan- 
10 nels in each of which a header and a footer of a form 
same as that of a file of the first format is added to 
the body in which the audio data of the channel are 
placed collectively, and said second format convert- 
er includes: 

15 

a video header/footer remover for removing the 
header and the footer from the video file; 
a video data decomposer for decomposing the 
video data of the video file into video data of 

20 units to be multiplexed with the audio data; 

an audio header/footer remover for removing 
the headers and the footers from the audio files; 
a channel multiplexer for multiplexing the au dio 
data of the channels of the audio files and out- 

25 putting resulting channel-multiplexed audio da- 

ta; 

a data multiplexer for multiplexing the video da- 
ta obtained by said video data decomposer and 
the channel-multiplexed audio data obtained by 
30 said channel multiplexer; and 

a header/footer adder for adding a header and 
a footer of a file of the first format to a body pro- 
vided by the data obtained by said data multi- 
plexer. 

35 

36. The conversion apparatus according to claim 35, 
wherein the audio data of the audio files in a file of 
the second format is KLV-encoded audio data, and 
said second format converter further includes: 

40 

a KLV structure decomposer for decomposing 
a KLV structure of the KLV-encoded audio data; 
and 

a KLV structurerfor KLV-encoding the channel- 
45 multiplexed audio data into audio data of the 

KLV structure in a unit to be multiplexed with 
the video data. 

37. The conversion apparatus according to claim 35, 
so wherein the audio data in a file of the second format 

are data encoded by a second coding method from 
between first and second coding methods, and said 
second format converter further includes an audio 
data converter for converting the audio data of the 
55 audio files from audio data encoded by the second 
coding method into audio data encoded by the first 
coding method. 
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38. The conversion apparatus according to claim 35, 
wherein a file of the second format further includes 
a metadata file in which the metadata are placed 
collectively, and said data multiplexer multiplexes 
not only the video data and the channel-multiplexed 5 
audio data but also the metadata. 

39. The conversion apparatus according to claim 33. 
further comprising a transmitter for transmitting the 

file of the first format obtained by said second format 10 
converter through a transmission medium. 

40. The conversion apparatus according to claim 21 . 
wherein the first format is the MXF. 

15 

41 . A conversion method for converting a file of a format 
including a header, a body, and a footer, comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving one of a file of a first format wherein 20 
first and second data are placed in a multi- 
plexed state in the body and a file of a second 
format wherein first or second data are placed 
collectively in the body; and 
converting one of the file of the first format and 25 
the file of the second format into the other of 
the files. 

42. The conversion method according to claim 41 , 
wherein the conversion step includes a first format 30 
conversion step of converting a file of the first format 
into a file of the second format. 

43. The conversion method according to claim 42, 
wherein the first and second data are video data 35 
and audio data, respectively. 

44. The conversion method according to claim 43. 
wherein the first format conversion step includes: 

40 

a video data extraction step of extracting the 
video data multiplexed with the audio data in a 
file of the first format; 

a video data coupling step of coupling the video 
data extracted by the video data extraction 45 
step; and 

a video header/footer addition step of adding a 
header and a footer of a form same as that of 
a file of the first format to a body provided by 
the video data coupled by the video data cou- so 
pling step to prepare a video file of said video 
data. 

45. The conversion method according to claim 44. 
wherein the first format conversion step further in- ss 
eludes a file preparation step of preparing a master 

file describing a pointer to the video file. 



46. The conversion method according to claim 43, 
wherein the audio data in a file of the first format are 
channel-multiplexed audio data formed from audio 
data of a plurality of channels multiplexed with each 
other, and the first format conversion step includes: 

an audio data extraction step of extracting the 
channel-multiplexed audio data multiplexed 
with the video data in a file of the first file format; 
an audio data separation step of separating the 
channel-multiplexed audio data extracted by 
the audio data extraction step into the audio da- 
ta of the individual channels; and 
an audio header/footer addition step of adding 
a header and a footer of a form same as that of 
a file of the first format to a body provided by 
the audio data of each of the channels to pre- 
pare audio files of the audio data for the indi- 
vidual channels. 

47. The conversion method according to claim 46, 
wherein the channel-multiplexed audio data in a file 
of the first format are KLV-encoded data, and the 
first format conversion step includes: 

a KLV structure decomposition step of decom- 
posing a KLV structure of the KLV-encoded 
channel-multiplexed audio data extracted by 
the audio data extraction step and supplying re- 
sulting audio data to the audio data separation 
step; and 

a KLV structuring step of KLV-encoding the au- 
dio data of the channels obtained by the audio 
data separation step so as to individually have 
a KLV structure; 

the audio header/footer addition step adding a 
header and a footer to a body provided by the 
audio data of each of the channels structured 
by the KLV structuring step so as to have a KLV 
structure. 

48. The conversion method according to claim 46, 
wherein the audio data of a file of the first format 
are data encoded by a first coding method, and the 
first format conversion step further includes an au- 
dio data conversion step of converting the audio da- 
ta of the channels coded by the first coding method 
and obtained by the audio data separation step into 
audio data of the channels encoded by a second 
coding method. 

49. The conversion method according to claim 46, 
wherein the first format conversion step further in- 
cludes a file preparation step of preparing a master 
file describing pointers to the audio files of the chan- 
nels. 

50. The conversion method according to claim 43, 
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wherein the body of a file of the first format has 
metadata placed therein in a form multiplexed to- 
gether with the video data and the audio data, and 
the first format conversion step further includes a 
metadata file preparation step of preparing a meta- 
data file in which the metadata multiplexed in the 
bodies of a file of the first format are collectively 
placed. 

51. The conversion method according to claim 50, 
wherein the first format conversion step further in- 
cludes a file preparation step of preparing a master 
file describing a pointer to the metadata file. 

52. The conversion method according to claim 42, fur- 
ther comprising a recording step of recording a file 
of the second format obtained by the second format 
conversion step onto a recording medium. 

53. The conversion method according to claim 41 . 
wherein the conversion step includes a second for- 
mat conversion step of converting a file of the sec- 
ond format into a file of the first format. 

54. The conversion method according to claim 53 , 
wherein the first and second data are video data 
and audio data, respectively. 



a header/footer addition step of adding a head- 
. er and a footer of a file of the first format to a 
body provided by the data obtained by the data 
multiplexing step. 

5 

56. The conversion method according to claim 55, 
wherein the audio data of the audio files in a file of 
the second format is KLV-encoded audio data, and 
the second format conversion step further includes: 

10 

a KLV structure decomposition step of decom- 
posing a KLV structure of the KLV-encoded au- 
dio data; and 

a KLV structuring step of KLV-encoding the 
15 channel-multiplexed audio data into audio data 

of the KLV structure in a unit to be multiplexed 
with the video data. 

57. The conversion method according to claim 55, 
20 wherein the audio data in a file of the second format 

are data encoded by a second coding method from 
between first and second coding methods, and the 
second format conversion step further includes an 
audio data conversion step of converting the audio 
25 data of the audio files from audio data encoded by 
the second coding method into audio data encoded 
by the first coding method. 



55. The conversion method according to claim 54 . 
wherein a file of the second format includes a video 
file wherein a header and a footer of a form same 
as that of a file of the first format is added to the 
body in which the video data are placed collectively, 
and audio files for audio data of a plurality of chan- 
nels in each of which a header and a footer of a form 
same as that of a file of the first format is added to 
the body in which the audio data of the channel are 
placed collectively, and the second format conver- 
sion step includes: 

a video header/Footer removal step of removing 
the header and the footer from the video file; 
a video data decomposition step of decompos- 
ing the video data of the video file into video 
data of units to be multiplexed with the audio 
data; 

an audio header/footer removal step of remov- 
ing the headers and the footers from the audio 
files; 

a channel multiplexing step of multiplexing the 
audio data of the channels of the audio files and 
outputting resulting channel-multiplexed audio 
data; 

a data multiplexing step of multiplexing the vid- 
eo data obtained by the video data decompo- 
sition step and the channel-multiplexed audio 
data obtained by the channel multiplexing step; 
and 



58. The conversion method according to claim 55, 
30 wherein a file of the second format further includes 

a metadata file in which the metadata are placed 
collectively, and the data multiplexing step multi- 
plexes not only the video data and the channel-mul- 
tiplexed audio data but also the metadata. 

35 

59. The conversion method according to claim 53, fur- 
ther comprising a transmission step of transmitting 
the file of the first format obtained by the second 
format conversion step through a transmission me- 

40 dium. 

60. The conversion method according to claim 41, 
wherein the first format is the MXF. 

45 61 . A program for causing a computer to execute a con- 
version method for converting a file of a format in- 
cluding a header, a body, and a footer, said program 
comprising: 

50 a conversion step of converting one of a file of 

a first format, which includes first and second 
data placed in a multiplexed state in the body, 
and a file of a second format, which includes 
first or second data collectively placed in the 

ss body, into the other of the files. 

62. A data structure of a file of a format including a 
header, a body, and a footer, comprising: 



20 



39 



EP 1 427 217 A1 



a video file wherein a header and a footer are 
added to a body in which video data are placed 
collectively; 

audio files for a plurality of channels in each of 
which a header and a footer are added to a s 
body in which audio data of the channel are 
placed; and 

a master file describing a pointer to the video 
file and pointers to the individual audio files of 
the channels. 10 
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